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Edited by Sarah Mead

Sundrie Songs for 
Summer Singing

Hot off the presses! Sundrie Songs 
includes everyone’s favorite 4- and 
5-part pieces from “The Acapella 
Singer,” plus more old favorites—
and maybe your new favorites, too! 
Sarah Mead edited this collection of 50 favorite madri-
gals, chansons, and lieder for singing and playing.

By Anne Warner 

Traditional American 
Folk Songs from the 
Anne and Frank Warner 
Collection

Newly reprinted! From the treasured Warner Archive, 
Traditional American Folk Songs from the Anne and Frank 
Warner Collection brings together nearly 200 of the War-
ners’ most beloved songs, with detailed history behind the 
music and lyrics. The book is uniquely organized by re-
gion and singer, allowing each of the voices to speak to the 
places they called home and the songs that could be heard 
there. Now updated with new photos, Traditional American 
Folk Songs is the definitive collection from the preeminent 
collectors of East Coast American folk music.

By Judy Chaves

Don’t Stop Calling: A 
Guide to Leading English 
Country Dance Classes 
for Older Adults 

Informed and inspired by leading a 
weekly English dance class at a retire-
ment community for more than 20 years, this recently 
updated booklet shares expert knowledge about what is 
needed for a dance class with older adults to be a success.

The book touches on issues of safety, equipment, 
tempo, teaching, and starting a class, and includes 
adaptations of four circle dances, 11 set dances, and 31 
longways English dances. Much of the guidance in this 
book is applicable for other audiences of dancers that 
might need adaptations.

Newly revised in 2025 to include 14 brand new dances 
and updated advice! Available as a printed booklet and 
digital download.

By the Reiner Family Band

52 Traditional Tunes 
from Fiddle Hell: 
Played Fast and Slow 
(Volumes 1 and 2)

This two-volume set (each with two CDs) 
from the Reiner Family Band (Dave Rein-
er, Andy Reiner, Eric Eid-Reiner, and Cindy Eid) is great 
for learning fiddle tunes by ear on any instrument! Each 
tune from the Original Fiddle Hell Common Tune List is 
played both up-to-tempo and slowly (on separate tracks). 
Includes reels, jigs, waltzes, hornpipes, and airs from 
Southern, Northern, Irish, Scottish, Canadian, and other 
traditional fiddle styles.

Check out these fantastic new (and newly reprinted) books and CDs from the CDSS Store!  

There’s something for everyone, from die-hard singing enthusiasts to beginner fiddle players and  

everyone in between. All of these make great gifts for the music and dance lover in your life  

(or for yourself!). Don’t know what to get? Digital gift certificates are available in any amount.

mailto:store@cdss.org
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support will enhance CDSS’s ability to spread the traditions you 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Contra Dance Documentaries 
Streaming Now

From David Millstone

Documentaries about two vital figures in the contra 
dance world are now available for free home streaming on 
folkstreams.net, a site that features the work of independent 
filmmakers interested in folk traditions. Bob McQuillen 
and Dudley Laufman each received the prestigious 
National Folk Heritage award, the US’s highest honor  
in the traditional arts. The full-length documentaries  
were created by David Millstone, himself a caller and a 
longtime participant in the New England dance community.

Paid To Eat Ice Cream: Bob McQuillen and New England 
Contra Dancing (2001, 70 min.)

Contra dancing has deep roots in New Hampshire, and 
Bob McQuillen (1923-2014) was the state’s much-loved 
and best-known traditional contra dance musician. 
McQuillen began his musical career with the famed Ralph 
Page Orchestra in 1947. He went on to play accordion and 
piano with a host of bands in New England and in the 
Pacific Northwest. McQuillen discusses his life and musical 
career, demonstrates his solid “boom-chuck” piano style, 
and explains his method of writing dance tunes (Amelia, 
The Dancing Bear, and 1,500 others). With McQuillen as 
the focus, Paid To Eat Ice Cream examines the evolution of 
contra music and dance, painting an emotional portrait of 
continuity and change in New England dancing. 

The Other Way Back: Dancing with Dudley (2007, 98 min)

Musician and caller Dudley Laufman was the charismatic 
figure at the center of a dance revival in the late 1960s and 
1970s whose effects can still be seen in today’s vibrant contra 
dance scene nationwide. Leader of the Canterbury Country 
Dance Orchestra, whose seminal recordings brought 
traditional New England dance tunes to musicians around 
the country, Dudley introduced a younger generation to 
the traditional repertoire preserved by Ralph Page. Crowds 
of young people flocked to “Dudley dances” throughout 
New England, and “Dudley dancers” then spread contras 

around the United States, from San Diego to Seattle, St. 
Louis to Houston.

The irony is that this man—despite his irrefutable 
importance—is unknown to most contra dancers today. The 
film weaves comments by more than 20 callers, musicians, 
and dancers with rare archival and contemporary dance 
footage to create a definitive portrait of the man and the 
contra movement.

You’re Invited!

Two of our three 2025 Lifetime Contribution Award 
celebrations are coming soon!

David Surette 
Sunday, October 19 
Concord Community Music School 
Concord, NH

cdss.org/lca/surette

Tony Parkes 
Saturday, November 22, 4:00 p.m. 
Concord Scout House 
Concord, MA

cdss.org/lca/parkes

Bob McQuillen. Photo by John A. Gallagher

https://cdss.org/lca/surette
https://cdss.org/lca/parkes
https://www.folkstreams.net/films/other-way-back
https://www.folkstreams.net/films/paid-to-eat-ice-cream
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Jim Kitch Memorial Dance

The Philadelphia Thursday Night Contra Dance 
celebrates beloved caller and choreographer Jim 
Kitch with an evening of his dances on September 
25. All are welcome!

Thursday, Sept. 25 
8:00-10:30 p.m. 
Commodore Barry Center 
6815 Emlen St 
Philadelphia, PA 19119

cdss.org/jimkitch 
thursdaycontra.com

Photo courtesy of Jean Anderson.

New at Camp in 2026 and 2027

Exciting things are on the horizon for CDSS camps! Over 
the next two years, we’ll incorporate a number of changes 
and additions to our regular lineup of camp sessions. 
From shorter, more affordable options (including a new 
mini-session at Pinewoods) to a beautiful new-to-CDSS 
location in the Pacific Northwest, there’ll be more to 
experience and explore!

Find out more at cdss.org/camp-news2026 and save the 
dates for camp next summer (page 46)!

Photo below by Penn Fix.

Sing with Us Online

Daily Antidote of Song (a program of Carpe Diem Arts) 
broadcasted from CDSS programs at Pinewoods for three 
weeks of camp-style singing last month! If you missed it 
live, you can still sing along with song leaders and campers 
from Family Week, American Dance & Music Week, and 
Harmony of Song & Dance with this YouTube playlist: 
cdss.org/das2025.

Photo by Nadia Gaya.

Bob McQuillen. Photo by John A. Gallagher
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https://cdss.org/jimkitch
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Rise Up!
By Ben Williams

CDSS is overjoyed to now be the publisher 
of the legendary songbook Rise Up Singing! 
Last year, Rise Up authors Peter Blood 
and Annie Patterson wrote to me with 
an intriguing proposition: would CDSS 
be interested in taking over the copyright 
and becoming the publisher of the book? 
Sing Out!, the longtime magazine and 
nonprofit folk music organization headed 
for many years by Mark Moss, was winding 
down as the publisher of the book, and 
the book needed a new nonprofit to take 
ownership. 

Although Annie and Peter were just putting out feelers at 
the time, we were tremendously excited 
to be considered as a potential home 
for the book. I remember speaking 
with Executive Director Katy German, 
both of us wide-eyed and giddy at the 
possibility. Rise Up Singing has been 
ubiquitous in both our households 
and those of friends and family members near and far, 
tattered copies with covers hanging by a thread after 
being toted to countless sings and jams. I’m sure many 
of our readers and members have similarly well-loved 
copies on pianos and in tote bags across the country. It’s  
hard to imagine the community folk music scene without 
that blue-bordered cover in the hands of so many.

Peter and Annie published the fully licensed songbook in 
1988, after nearly 10 years of it existing as a smaller “prequel” 
(an informally published singalong collection called “Winds 
of the People”). With 1200 songs in Rise Up Singing, just 
obtaining the rights to use them all was a herculean task. 
That, combined with the effort of sourcing lyrics and 
music in a pre-internet era, took well over two years of 

dedicated work by Annie and Peter, along with the support 
of many others including a song selection team made up 
of songleaders and singalong fans, Mark Moss, Pete and 
Toshi Seeger, and Pete’s manager Harold Leventhal. The 
underground version of the book had already sold 30,000 
copies, and when the officially published version hit 
shelves, it caught fire, going on to sell many hundreds of 
thousands of copies.

“Our criteria were to include songs that were relatively easy 
to sing and play by the lay musician, that lent themselves to 
singing in groups, that were not too obscure, and that had 
an emphasis on empowering songs with a positive message 
of hope and aspirations for a better world,” say Peter  
and Annie.

Flipping through the book, it’s easy to see why it’s a favorite 
of singers everywhere. With 35 categories of songs, from 
“America” to “Work,” it’s easy to find a song for any mood 

or occasion. The book contains old favorites as well as  
newer gems and has chords for easy accompaniment 
on guitar or other instruments. The two chapters of 
“Rounds” contain music notation as well. Many songs also  
have notes on their history and recordings where they can 
be found. The book is a treasure trove; every time I flip 
through brings waves of nostalgia mixed with the desire 
to go out and sing something new again.

CDSS taking over publication for the book means little 
will change—Hal Leonard will still be the printer and 
distributor of the book, and you’ll still be able to get it at 
your favorite local store or online (though your purchase 
now helps support CDSS as well). The importance of CDSS’s 

“Worth devouring by all those who love 
       to sing. A true treasure!” —Joan Baez

LEFT COVER: Rise Up Singing has sold  hundreds of thousands of copies since its publication in 1988. Cover art 
by Kore Loy McWhirter. LEFT TOC: The book is organized by these 35 themes, with indexes by artist, language, 
holiday, Broadway show, subject, and title (including first lines). Original calligraphy by Sam Hinton.

“The best, most exhilarating and glorious history of the 
United States: a singing history. It is more than a lovely 
songbook—it is a play-work-fight-freedom hymnal.”  

—Studs Terkel, author of Working
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stewardship is that Rise Up will continue to be available for 
the next generation of singers, and the many generations 
after that. We’re also excited about future collaborations 
around the book with Annie and Peter, who are amazing 
community song leaders, using the power of this music to 
unite and bring hope to people everywhere. CDSS is truly 
honored and excited to be part of that mission.

Learn tunes and find more resources at Annie and Peter’s 
website riseupsinging.com

“Rise Up Singing! continues to be such a 
treasure—helping us celebrate the joy and 
power of singing our own rich histories.” 
				           —Bonnie Raitt

We have a new madrigal book (cdss.org/madrigal) 
created by Sarah Mead and Emily O’Brien for 
use at Early Music Week and beyond, and a 
new reprint of Traditional American Folk 
Songs from the Anne and Frank Warner 
Collection (cdss.org/warner), another 
treasure trove of traditional songs. Make 
sure you check out Peter and Annie’s 
2015 companion volume, Rise Again, 
with 1200 more songs for your singing 
pleasure (cdss.org/rise-again).

Online, there are various archives of songs for singing and 
learning, including Songs That Speak (cdss.org/songs-
that-speak), a video series about the history, folklore, and 
modern-day relevance of traditional songs by Saro Lynch-
Thomason; Daily Antidote of Song, a daily sing-along 
from Carpe Diem Arts, broadcast from CDSS camps at 
Pinewoods this summer (cdss.org/das2025); and Song of 
the Month, now in its 10th year, with a new song to learn 
every month, each presented by a different singer or song 
collector (cdss.org/song-of-the-month).

I F  YO U ’ R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  OT H E R  S O N G - R E L AT E D 
O F F E R I N G S  F RO M  C D S S ,  T H E R E ’ S  A  LOT  TO  S E E ! 

ABOVE: Most of the 1200 songs in the book are written with 
lyrics and chords only. (A guitar chord chart is inside the  
back cover!) LEFT: Rounds include lyrics, chords, and sheet music

Cover art and many other drawings in the book are by Kore Loy 
McWhirter and are copyrighted material of that artist..

https://riseupsinging.com
https://cdss.org/madrigal
https://cdss.org/warner
https://cdss.org/rise-again
https://cdss.org/songs-that-speak
https://cdss.org/songs-that-speak
https://cdss.org/das2025
https://cdss.org/song-of-the-month
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“Rise Up Singing! continues to be such a 
treasure—helping us celebrate the joy and 
power of singing our own rich histories.” 
				           —Bonnie Raitt

I F  YO U ’ R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  OT H E R  S O N G - R E L AT E D 
O F F E R I N G S  F RO M  C D S S ,  T H E R E ’ S  A  LOT  TO  S E E ! 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada–

Just north of the geographical center of 
North America, Village Green English  
Dancers are celebrating our 50th year of 
dancing! What started as a small perfor-
mance-based group of enthusiasts has 
grown and developed over the years to a vi-
brant, welcoming, and glorious community.

Village Green began in the early ‘70s, when local Scottish 
country dancers David Williams and John Trevenen dis-
covered English dance at a CDSS session at Pinewoods. 
Their enthusiasm led to a public per-
formance of both English country 
and morris dancing in 1974 as part of 
a Folkways show. This performance 
delighted participants and led to reg-
ular classes beginning in September 
1975. Village Green has performed 
with the Winnipeg Symphony Or-
chestra, the Winnipeg Folk Festival, 
and Folklorama (the world’s largest 
and longest-running multi-cultural 
festival), as well as many other small-
er local festivals and events.

We have gone from strength to 
strength, maintaining for many 
years a core of 40-50 members, with 
wonderful teachers and musicians. 
We hold regular Wednesday evening 
classes from September to May, as 
well as an advanced class every other 
week. We alternate hosting gala balls and weekend 
workshops each year, perform for local groups and 
festivals, and hold dance evenings and gatherings.

We value our ongoing association with CDSS. We were 
delighted when, in 1990, our design was featured in the 
75th anniversary events calendar. We created a wall 
quilt for the anniversary banner project, and in 1992, we 
hosted the travelling show that displayed the 30 quilts and 
hangings made by CDSS members and friends. In 2011, 
CDSS held their traveling executive committee meeting in 
Winnipeg, and we enjoyed sharing our perspective on the 
English dance community.

We established a scholarship fund honoring our two 
founders, which has been used to send several of our 
dancers to workshops and camps. Some of our young 
musicians have also attended music camps and thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. Village Green has benefited greatly 
from their experiences and enhanced knowledge.

Our teachers have contributed to the wider community 
with several innovative projects.  In 1989, after a summer 
of hard work, they produced a video of English country 
dance basics, which introduces and demonstrates figures 
and steps. This 45-minute video, which was, remarkably, 
filmed in only one take, is available on our website. In 2002, 
the teachers produced a comprehensive dance manual to 
introduce new dancers to the joys of English dance.

These projects, as well as much of the current success 
of Village Green, are largely the result of the vision and 
drive of member extraordinaire, Sue Stanton. Sue joined 

C E L E B R AT I N G  5 0  Y E A R S 
O F  E N G L I S H  D A N C E 
U N D E R  P R A I R I E  S K I E S

By Village Green English Dancers
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the group in 1978 and has been a prime motivator to keep 
us striving to grow and thrive. Her influence is felt in all 
spheres of the group, and she is currently chair of our 
Celebrating 50 committee.

We are also fortunate to have a wonderfully talented 
choreographer and composer, one of our original members, 
Elizabeth Goossen. Liz is an inspired teacher and prolific 
creative force. We have made video recordings of many of 
her dances and music, which are available on our YouTube 
channel (cdss.org/vged). 

As part of our 50th celebrations, our house band, The Fine 
Companions, is busy recording a third CD of Liz’s dances, 
part of her Daisies in the Wind series. The Fine Compan-
ions began in 1983 under the guidance of member Sherman 
Himelblau. This group has changed over the years with 
many wonderful musicians coming and going, but they 
have always maintained a love of playing for the dancers. 

Our mission for our 50th year is to celebrate the past and 
build for the future.  We are planning a number of events 
with the intent of attracting new dancers and increasing 
our visibility in the community, including a CD launch 

party early in 2026. As plans are finalized, we will post 
details in the CDSS community calendar (cdss.org/events). 
Our celebratory year will end with a gala ball, Gilding the 
Green, in April 2026, to be held at the historic Hôtel Fort 
Garry, a most fitting venue. We have held a number of balls 
there in the past, and it provides a spacious and elegant 
setting.

At our 25th anniversary celebration in 2000, Sue Stanton 
made a toast to Village Green, and her words still hold true 
these many years later:

“Let us drink to the eccentricity, whimsy, 
and follies for which we are known; for 
the acceptance and friendships we enjoy 
and to the just plain fun we have.  Being a 
part of the Village Green has enriched all 
of our lives.”

Find out more about Village Green at 
villagegreenenglishdancers.org  

All photos courtesy of Village Green English Dancers.

BOTTOM LEFT: The Fine Companions, 2025. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Liz Goossen with Robin 
Russell of The Flying Romanos.

MF

https://villagegreenenglishdancers.org
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By Brad Foster, CDSS Director Emeritus

Marjorie Fennessy was a phenom-
enal dancer, dance teacher, and 
book editor and publisher. 
She passed away on Sunday, 
June 15, after attending Rob-
ert and Hazel Moir’s dance as 
a spectator the night before.

Marjorie taught at English Dance Week 
at Pinewoods in 1983, in my first year 
as National (later Executive and Artistic) 
Director of CDSS, and came back to teach for 
us two more times. Marjorie was quite influential 
in the US in the 1980s as a result of those trips; I 
enjoyed her wonderful dancing and teaching style and the 
breadth of her knowledge.

I have long been aware of her work as editor and publisher 
of the revised editions of New Wine In Old Bottles (1995), The 
Pat Shaw Collection of Dances (2011), and the first edition of 
Another Look at Playford (2012), all with dances composed 
or interpreted by Pat Shaw. In reading her biographies and 
obituaries, I learned that she helped edit and typeset the 
original editions of the same material, plus Holland as Seen 
in the English Country Dance, Between the Ponds, and Among 
the Pines. The latter two were republished by Pinewoods 
Camp in one volume as Pat Shaw’s Pinewoods (1985) with 
dances and tunes written by Pat named after many of the 
people and places he met and saw on his visit to CDSS’s 
dance weeks at Pinewoods in 1974.  

CDSS published an article on Pat Shaw with one section 
written by Marjorie in Country Dance and Song volume 16, 
April 1986, which can be found both on the CDSS and Pat 
Shaw Legacy websites.

For more information on Marjorie, see the writeup on her 
EFDSS Gold Badge Citation of November 14, 1998 (cdss.
org/marjorie1) and the wonderful tribute by Cécile Laye at 
cdss.org/marjorie2 (the tribute is in French at the top, then 
in English further down).

I loved meeting and dancing to the teaching of Marjorie 
back in the 1980s; I regret not seeing her more. She was a 
wonderful person and was a great advisor for many years to 
me and to CDSS on many aspects of English country dance.

Remembering 
Marjorie Fennessy

ABOVE LEFT: Photo courtesy of Roger Cowsill. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Photo courtesy of Cécile Laye.

MF

https://cdss.org/marjorie2
https://cdss.org/marjorie1
https://cdss.org/marjorie1


12					                                                                                                                                                             CDSS.ORG

News from the 
CDSS Board
2025 CDSS Annual Meeting

By Susan English

The CDSS Board held a productive and enjoyable annual 
meeting this May at Folklore Village in Dodgeville, WI. We 
welcomed four new members and bid farewell and thanks 
to those whose terms were complete. They will be missed! 
Whitney Rowlett, our new Director of Programs, brought 
a new perspective to the meeting, and President David 
Smukler kept us on track, setting our course for the meeting 
and providing time for dance, music, and song. With the 
current CDSS strategic goals pinned on the wall, we heard 
from all committees and task groups, with special sessions 
devoted to sustainability, philanthropy, and cultural 
equity. Executive Director Katy German led a discussion 
of the long term vision for CDSS—embracing generational 
and cultural changes in our dance communities and 
emphasizing the joy and connection of traditional music 
and dance, now more important than ever in this time of 
polarization. A joint listening session with Madison Contra 
Dance followed by a lively and welcoming contra dance was 
clearly the highlight of the three and a half days.

Photos by Katy German and Margaret Bary.

The CDSS Board sends a big thank you 
to Folklore Village for hosting our 2025 
annual meeting and Madison Contra 
Dance for talking and dancing with us. 
Check out their fun events the next time 
you’re in Wisconsin!
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Board Nomination Deadline is April 30!

The CDSS Governing Board will have positions to be
filled next year and would appreciate your nomina-
tion suggestions. We are looking for a mix of folks
passionate about traditional dance, music, and song,
with the skills, experience, time, and energy to serve
a three-year term.

Skills that are always needed are fundraising, accounting/financial expertise or business acumen, and experience serving on other boards. If you’reinterested in being involved in other ways, there are also opportunitiesto serve on committees and task groups. (See a full list at cdss.org/board.)

If you or someone you know fits any of these criteria, please send yoursuggestions to us with the following information:

• Name, email address, and phone number

• How they are involved in CDSS traditions
(e.g., singer, dancer, musician, organizer, etc.)

• Professional and personal skills they would bring to the board
(or committees/task groups)

• Why they would be a good board
(or committee/task group) member

The Nominating Committee is happy to receive names throughout the
year outside of the formal process.

Send suggestions to the Nominating Committee at
cdss.nomcom@gmail.com by April 30, 2026.

mailto:cdss.nomcom@gmail.com
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United in Movement:
CONTRA B R INGS  PEOPLE 
TOGE THER  AT  DANCE 
MUS IC IAN S ’  WEEK 

By Verna Townson

Dance Musicians’ Week graced the John C. Campbell Folk 
School campus in Brasstown, NC, this July, kicking off a 
week of toe-tapping, hand-clapping Appalachian fun! 
Musicians, dancers, and callers waltzed their way onto 
campus to immerse themselves in the tunes.

Dance Musicians’ Week began in 1994, when the Folk 
School recruited David Kaynor and others to create the 
program. Now, three decades later, DMW brings together 
folks from all over to continue the tradition of shared 
learning.

This year, members of the Atlanta Contra Dance 
community, supported by a CDSS Community Grant, 
traveled from Georgia to sing, dance, and grow together 
in harmony. This year is the first time Dance Callers’ Week 
and Dance Musicians’ Week coincided, drawing a record-
breaking number of participants to the callers’ course and 
elevating the week’s energy to new heights.

At the center of this dynamic gathering is Music + Dance 
Programs Coordinator Wendy Graham, whose presence is 
as unforgettable as her radiant turquoise earrings. She can 
often be seen with an instrument slung over her shoulder 
and a smile ready for anyone who crosses her path.

“It’s called folk dance because it’s for the people,” said 
Graham. “There’s no fancy footwork; you don’t need to 
take lessons. What’s so amazing about what we do on a 
Tuesday or a Sunday with our dances is you can come, and 
in the first five minutes, you are already doing it.”

When she isn’t bridging communication between 
institutions or managing the many facets of an event, 
Graham is in the classroom, guiding dancers, callers, 
and fellow instructors with her signature compassionate 
teaching.

During this week of music and dance, the lunch line 
transforms into a jubilant band of melody and motion. 
Fiddles and guitars provide a festive soundtrack to 
the midday shuffle. Graham is part of the lunch line 
accompaniment, her accordion tucked under her arm as 
she plays in step with a lively fiddle lead. Together, their 
impromptu duet produces a jovial melody inspiring the 
nodding of heads and the shuffling of feet.

“I can tell you with 100% certainty our program is completely 
unique. There is nothing on the level of intensity and 
deep diving like this. It’s really immersion,” said Graham. 
“The Country Dance & Song Society is sponsoring people 
to come and take the dance musicians and dance callers 
class. On top of that, other people from Atlanta decided to 
come.”

In the heart of a humid Southern night, Corinne Wilkinson 
found where she needed to be at the Atlanta Contra Dance. 
Wilkinson is a multi-talented artist: a dancer, musician, 
and caller herself.  

“I went to this contra dance, they had a beginner lesson, I 
joined the circle, and the caller had a very warm, motherly, 
very inclusive feel in the way she spoke and moved and 
taught,” said Wilkinson. “So, I actually started to tear up, 
like, ‘Oh, I know where I should be.’” 

The Atlanta Contra Dance has found community through 
the love of folk traditions, dance tunes, and self-expression 
since 1975. Outside, the city pulses with deadlines and the 
daily grind, but inside the Trolley Barn and the Decatur 
Recreation Center, time is quantified in dance moves and 
fiddle tunes. 

“We don’t have the opportunity to try and fail. If you’re 
going to call, you got to be on it, but here [at the Folk 
School], we can make a ton of mistakes, work through 
things, and show vulnerability,” said Wilkinson. 

OPPOSITE TOP: Under the Open House lights, a string 
band plays to the rounds of dancers swirling across the wooden 
floors. An ensemble of strings, vocals, and even a flute offer 
musical accompaniment to the crowd. Photo courtesy of John 
C. Campbell Folk School. OPPOSITE: Within the walls of
Open House, rounds and rounds of skirt-twirling contra and
folk dance unfolds. Partners join hands and enjoy the music
with smiling faces and quick-moving feet. Photo courtesy of
John C. Campbell Folk School.
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TJ Odom, an Atlanta-based musician, has found his calling 
not just dancing, but in playing for rooms full of fellow 
dancers. 

“For me, it’s really not the dance so much as it is getting 
to play for the dance. I have this romantic picture in my 
head of playing fiddle in the corner while other people are 
dancing and falling in love,” said Odom. 

On the dance floor, students share joy in celebratory 
dance—feet shuffling, laughter rising, and bodies moving 
in unison across the floor. Music fades and partners drift 
apart; a quiet stillness settles over the room. Yet, something 
essential lingers: a bond formed by rhythm, joy, and shared 
passion. 

“I’m thankful for opportunities to practice because 
back home, the only opportunities we have are also 
performances,” said Odom.  

Bright-eyed and ambitious, Music + Dance Events 
Coordinator T-Claw Crawford is easily spotted on campus 
with his helmet and bike, dashing to Keith House on busy 
afternoons. Behind the scenes, Crawford is responsible for 
almost 500 events a year, livening up the Brasstown Valley 
with blends of multicultural tunes and dances sure to 
entertain.  

“My goal is that there should be something for everyone, 
in an idealistic community-minded sense, whether you’re 
appreciating listening to music, the cultural stories 
behind its tradition, or whether you’re singing along,” said 
Crawford.  

Valuing togetherness and driven by his love for music, 
Crawford is passionate about accessibility and ensuring 
everyone feels cared for and welcome. When he’s not 
busy sound checking or networking with performers, he’s 
enjoying being the one to throw the party. 

“I feel like people need to connect; we don’t have many 
ways to physically or spiritually connect with strangers. It’s 
kind of healing and fun, and I want people to know that 
it’s very forgiving. You don’t have to be a good dancer or 
a dancer or a singer at all to participate in our programs,” 
said Crawford.  

As the dancers, musicians, and callers all pack up, Crawford 
and Graham get in tune for another week of excitement. 
As the final instrument is laid in its case, Dance Musicians’ 
Week comes to an end. Those who entered as strangers exit 
as newfound friends. Sharing space for music and dance 
evolved from simply a gathering to a manifestation of 
community, born of shared rhythm and movement. 

•	 Fall Dance Weekend (October 9–12, 2025). 
North American contra and square dancing with Wendy 
Graham and Supertrad, plus Scandinavian dances with 
Carol Sersland, Kari Tauring, and Art Bjorngjeld.  
Tuition: $235

•	 Winter Dance Week (December 27, 2025–January 
1, 2026). English country dance and American contras 
and squares with top callers and bands, including Steam 
Machine, ContraForce, Joanna Reiner Wilkinson, Karen 
Axelrod, Eric Martin, Anna Patton, Claire Takemori, and 
more. Tuition: $400

•	 Spring Dance Weekend (May 1–3, 2026). A May 
Day celebration and English country dancing with David 
Millstone, Joseph Pimentel, Andromeda (Rachel Bell, 
Jacqueline Schwab, Susan Kevra), and Hijinks (Carrie 
Rose, Kathy Talvitie, Miranda Weinberg). Tuition: $175

CDSS Grants are still available for 2025

Thanks to your generous giving to our recent appeals 
and to demonstrated value and need in our community, 
the CDSS Board recently approved a $10,000 increase in 
available grant funding for this year. Visit cdss.org/grants 
for more information and how to apply.

Celebrate 100 Years 
of Dance at the  
Folk School!

LEFT: CDSS Community Grants helped nine people from the 
Atlanta Contra Dance community attend Dance Callers’ and 
Dance Musicians’ Week. Photo courtesy of John C. Campbell 
Folk School.

https://cdss.org/grants
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Celebrate 100 Years
of Dance at the 
Folk School! With Love, From Camp

ABOVE: At English Dance Week at Pinewoods, Carrie 
Rose and Anna Rain led a silly ECD workshop that 
included a two-headed Fandango, Black Nag with ants 
on a log, and lots of flying stuffies! Photo courtesy of Jill 
Ratzan. BOTTOM: At Cascade of Music & Dance, 
campers of all ages performed a mummers’ play, directed 
by Elizabeth LaPrelle and Kappy Laning. Photo by Rob.

LEFT: At Early Music Week at 
Pinewoods, the Medieval Collegium 
performed excerpts from the Roman 
de Fauvel, arranged by Niccolo 
Seligmann and conducted by Ben 
Matus. Banners made by Catalina 
Godoy and Eleanor Lincoln. Photo 
by Emily O’Brien. 
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English Country Dance  |    Andromeda  |   by Susan Kevra

A N D R O M E D A
 
3 Couple Longways 

Music: Andromeda, by Rachel Bell, 2023
¾, F major, 48 bars, 118 bpm, AABB

A1	 1-4 	 1s give two hands to partner, balance forward and back
		  Two-hand turn ½ (1s end facing down)
	 5-8	 s give two hands to neighbor (2s), balance forward and back
		  Two-hand turn ½
	 9-12	 1s half figure eight through the standing couple (each 1 leads to their own left)
	 13-16	 1s cross by the right, dance down the outside
	 15-16	 3s lead up

A2	 Same sequence is repeated to the end of the A music, with 1s beginning at the bottom:
	 1-4 	 1s give two hands to partner, balance forward and back
		  Two-hand turn ½ (1s end facing up)
	 5-8	 1s give two hands to neighbor (3s), balance forward and back
		  Two-hand turn ½
	 9-12	 1s half figure eight through the standing couple (each 1 leads to their own left)
	 13-16	 1s cross by the right, dance up the outside
	 15-16	 2s lead down (all end at home)

B1	 1-4	 Top four form a ring, balance in while rotating ¼ to the left, x 2
	 While	 Bottom couple take right hands, balance and box the gnat 	
	 5-8	 All back to back with partner 

B2	 1-4	 Bottom four form a ring, balance in while rotating ¼ to the left, x 2
	 While	 Top couple take right hands, balance and box the gnat 	
	 5-8	 All back to back with partner (end 2, 3, 1)

TEACHING NOTES:

This dance requires a lot of space. Encourage dancers to make wide figure eights and casts, 
dancing through the entire phrase. 

Here is the latest Rachel Bell/Susan Kevra English dance, Andromeda. The title is a nod to Susan 
and Rachel’s trio with pianist Jacqueline Schwab. Andromeda’s new EP, with the tunes “De’il 
Take the Warr,” “Trip to Provence,” and “The Tundra” (a French bourrée by Rachel) can be 
purchased at rachelbellmusic.com/shop. Look for the much anticipated collection of English 
dances by Susan and Rachel, Trip to Provence: English Country Dances and Tunes, at the same 
link, available this fall.

https://rachelbellmusic.com/shop
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English Country Dance

A N D R O M E D A 
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W I L B U R ’ S  M A R C H
 
By Lindsey Dono, 2025
Duple minor longways
Tune: Wilbur’s March, by Casey Murray and Molly Tucker, 2019

A1 	 1-4	 1s half figure eight down through 2s,  
		  ending facing down in the center of a line of four
	 While	 2s wait two bars, cross right shoulder and fall back,  
		  joining onto the ends of the line
	 5-7	 Line of four lead down
	 8	 Bend the line to face across

A2 	 1-4	 2s half figure eight up through 1s,  
		  ending facing up in the center of a line of four
	 While	 1s wait two bars, cross right shoulder and fall back,  
		  joining onto the ends of the line
	 5-7	 Line of four lead up
	 8	 Bend the line to face across (all end at home)

B1	 1-4 	 Circle left ½ and fall back with neighbor, retaining hands
	 5	 Partners cross right shoulder and face neighbor
	 6-8	 Neighbors left shoulder round once, 
		  ending with dancers on the 1st diagonal facing out

B2 	 1-8 	 Dancers on the 2nd diagonal open right-hand chain over and back

CHOREOGRAPHY AND TEACHING NOTES: 

1.	 “Diagonal” is used positionally, referring to the dancer’s current place.
2.	 It’s helpful to emphasize that the lead down/up is longer than dancers  

might be accustomed to.
3.	 While this dance evolved from an improper contra called Hiatus, I invite 

dancers to experience Wilbur’s March from both roles.

English Country Dance  |    Wilbur’s March  |  by Lindsey Dono

This dance evolved from the contra Hiatus, which 
Lindsey choreographed in 2015-2016. In the spring 
of 2025, while listening to a recording of Casey 
and Molly’s “Wilbur’s March,” Lindsey realized 
how well Hiatus matched the tune, and morphed 
Hiatus into an ECD. Casey and Molly graciously 
agreed to lend their tune to this new dance, which 

debuted this summer at Dance, Music & Spice in 
Susan Kevra’s workshop “It’s All About the Music.”

“Wilbur’s March” is the first tune Casey and Molly 
wrote together. Casey sent the A part as a gift for 
Molly, who immediately wrote a B part to send 
back. The tune was nameless for a while, but they 
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English Country Dance

W I L B U R ’ S  M A R C H

eventually decided to name it after Molly’s spider 
plant, Wilbur, a previous birthday gift from Casey. 

Lindsey, serendipitously, is also the keeper of a pro-
lific spider plant whose many spiderettes have been 
adopted out into a number of PNW folk families.

Washington-based caller and choreographer Lindsey 
Dono is a mainstay on the national contra circuit and 
has recently immersed in English, calling ECD at Lady 
of the Lake June Week, Youth Dance Weekend, and will 
be on staff at Fall Frolick later this year. Known for pre-
cise teaching and a welcoming stage presence, Lindsey 
crafts programs with rich narrative arcs. Both on stage 
and off, Lindsey is committed to building inclusive,  
intergenerational folk communities. lindseydono.com

Casey Murray & Molly Tucker are a Boston-based folk 
duo. With Molly on fiddle and Casey on cello, guitar, 
and banjo, the two play original and traditional tunes in 
Celtic, New England, and old-time styles. They spent the 
first few years of their duo writing tunes and songs from 
a distance while Casey attended Berklee College of Music 
and Molly attended Oberlin College and Conservatory. 
At the start of the pandemic, they graced the screens of 
virtual dances and performances across the country. 
They can more recently be found in dance halls, festivals, 
and listening rooms across New England, including Club 
Passim and Festival Trad Montréal, delighting audiences 
and dancers alike with their infectious energy and groove. 
Casey and Molly released their debut album, After the Sky 
Weeps, in April 2022. caseyandmolly.com

©2019 Casey Murray & Molly Tucker
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Eco-Conscious 
Traveling
By Charmaine Slaven

There are so many incredible dance, music, and song 
events happening all around! Perhaps you make an 
annual journey to a favorite music festival, camp, or dance 
weekend. As we all travel to various places for community 
connection and enjoyment, what impact are we having 
on the environment? Carbon emissions from travel are 
undeniably contributing to global warming, so what can 
we do to lessen our impact on the environment while still 
participating in our favorite activities and communities? 
Here are some ideas we can all take into consideration as 
we travel:

1. Go local! Is there a dance or music event nearby that you 
haven’t tried yet? Give it a go! Exploring new local events 
can help you discover new joy and connect with your local 
community. This year, my family decided to prioritize 
staying closer to home and checking out some festivals 
and dance weekends in our region that we hadn’t been 
to before. If you do decide to travel a significant distance 
to attend an event, consider extending your stay to check 
out other nearby events, the local area, history, attractions, 
etc., to make the most of your trip.
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If you’re hiring traveling staff to perform at your event, 
consider offering them enough travel reimbursement to 
cover direct flights, asking them to lead a workshop to help 
develop local talent, working with them and organizers in 
nearby communities to plan a tour to help make the most 
of their travel to the area, or asking participants to donate a 
couple of dollars to help buy offsets for their travel.

If there aren’t events close to you, consider organizing 
something new! Ask around your local community to see 
if other folks might be interested in helping organize or 
attending.  Apply for a CDSS Grant for seed money to get 
something going!

2. Go green! Are you organizing or volunteering at an event? 
Help identify ways to reduce the carbon footprint of your 
gathering. From using reusable name tags and turning off 
the AC and opening windows when it’s cool to encouraging 
people to bring their own water bottles and coffee mugs 
and purchasing compostable or recyclable items for the 
bathroom/kitchen, there are myriad ways we can reduce 
the carbon footprint of our events.

3. Carpool! Is there another person in your community you 
can travel with to an event? If you’re hosting an event, can 
you help connect attendees coming from similar locations? 
If you’re expecting many people to arrive by air, can your 
event supply a shuttle from the nearest airport or other 
pooled transportation service that can both save money 
and help the environment? Also, consider alternative 
transportation options such as taking the train or bus. 
Shared spreadsheets, social media groups, and other 
communication tools can help folks connect prior to an 
event to arrange carpooling.

4. Bicycle! A long bicycle trip isn’t for everyone, but 
incorporating some bicycling in your travel plans can 
be a fun and sustainable way to get around on your trip. 
You can arrange to bring your own bike on a bus, train, or 
plane, or consider renting or borrowing a bike when you 
reach your destination.

5. Homestays! Did you know that the hotel sector is a 
significant source of carbon emissions, contributing about 
1% to global emissions annually?¹ Instead of supporting a 
big box hotel chain, consider arranging a homestay when 
you travel to an event. If you’re hosting an event, consider 
having someone assist with housing coordination, 
connecting local hosts with visiting guests.

Both hosts and guests often gain a new level of community 
connection and friendship from homestays. And 
remember, with your CDSS membership, you gain access 
to our member directory, which can help you connect with 
other members across the US and Canada!

6. Carbon offsets! Though offsets are often criticized for 
giving folks a “license to pollute,” when they are used in 
moderation and in tandem with lightening your carbon 
footprint in other ways, they can effectively reduce carbon 
emissions globally. Be sure to purchase your carbon offsets 
from a reputable source.

¹Visit cdss.org/eco for links to a carbon footprint calculator, 
carbon offsets, and other references.

“My husband and I have ridden our electric bicycles to many contra dances! I love biking home 
at night after the dance because the roads are so quiet. The key is excellent headlights, rear 
lights, and reflective clothing so you can see the road and the drivers can see you. One of the 
great benefits (besides the carbon emissions avoided) is that he can leave at the break and get 
to bed early, and I can stay until the end!” —Laura D.

“Ray and I bought lightweight silk sleeping 
sheets to take with us on our Camino 
walk. They allowed us to sleep anywhere, 
without needing to carry (or rent) bedding. 
All the hostels provided blankets.” 

				    —Gaye Fifer

LEFT: Photo by Doug Plummer.

https://cdss.org/eco
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S E C O N D  S U N D A Y
By Fiona Broadie

No dance this week?

No Jesse, holding me steady?

No Peter? Bending at the knees,

sweeping the floor unasked with all the grace of a dancer?

What about the beautiful guitar player?

Where will she be, with her bandana hanging from her neck,

her chelsea boots tapping in time?

Where will the older couple be walking this Sunday,

dressed matching I’m sure,

but not in their long and colorful skirts?

I imagine the disco ball hanging limply,

no reason to spin without us.

The floor, which demands to not be stomped on,

now wishes for unruly feet.

The hall, an empty husk I think,

fans blowing crosswinds ’stead of long, long hair.

I demand the schedule to be changed,

making second Sunday just like third.

Why not? Why not?

But I’m placated by images:

graceful swinging on the ice rink,

allemande revolving doors,

do-si-do-ing in cashier lines,

and calling on the phone.

Fiona Broadie is a writer and poet who grew up in the Nashville, 
TN, contra dance community. Her writing has been published by 
Nashville Scene, American Spirit, and The Daily Free Press. She now 
lives in Boston and dances with Boston Intergenerational Dance 
Advocates (BIDA), which inspired this poem.
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S U D O K U
Fill in the empty squares so that each row, 
column, and 3x3 inner square contains the 
numerals 1-9. Solution at cdss.org/puzzles25

B E E H I V E
Create words using letters from the beehive. Each word must 
be more than three letters long and use the center letter at least 
once. Score one point for each word and three points for each 
pangram (any word that uses all seven letters). Letters may be 
used more than once in a word. Our solution list (worth 26 points, 
at cdss.org/puzzles25) doesn’t include proper nouns, obscure or 
hyphenated words, medical terms, or obscenities.

This puzzle is inspired by “Spelling Bee,” published in 
The New York Times.

F I N D  W I L B U R !
Offspring from Wilbur the spider plant are hiding all over this issue! See if you can 
find all 15 (don’t count this page). (And learn Wilbur’s dance and tune on page 20.)

https://cdss.org/puzzles25
https://cdss.org/puzzles25
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https://ecdc.dance
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https://folkschool.org/cdss
mailto:dance@folkschool.org
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https://jughandlecampout.org
https://nashvillecountrydancers.org
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https://pittsburghcontra.org
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https://montereycontradance.org
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https://fireantfrolic.org
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https://rtrsong.org
https://louisvillecountrydancers.org/fleur-de-lis-fling
https://tucsoncontradancers.org
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https://tapestryfolkdance.org
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https://bereaccds.org
https://bereaccds.org
mailto:bereaccds@gmail.com
https://bereaccds.org
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https://bigscioty.com
mailto:bigsciotycontra@gmail.com
https://danceholiday.net
https://maritimefolknet.org
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https://phxtmd.org
https://tropicaldancevacation.com
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https://gerryflynnevents.com/
https://ashevillemidwinter.org
https://oldfarmersball.com
https://bayoubedlam.org
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https://flurryfestival.org
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https://aactmad.org/melt-into-spring
https://sites.google.com/site/countrydancersofwestchester/
https://setforspring.org
https://villagegreenenglishdancers.org/
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https://cdny.org
https://mmtd.wordpress.com/2026-spring-breakdown
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https://nashvillecountrydancers.org
https://folkmads.org
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https://cdssp.org
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https://aactmad.org/appleblossombliss
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https://symmetryecd.com
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https://bacds.org
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SUBMITTING ARTICLES, 
PHOTOS & ADS
Articles, letters, poems, art, and photographs about contra and 
traditional square dance, English country dance, morris and 
sword dance, dance tunes, folk songs, and the dance and music 
community are welcome. Newly-composed dances and tunes 
also are welcome, as are new looks at historical dances and 
tunes. For written pieces, please contact the Editor (news@ 
cdss.org) prior to submitting your work for guidelines about 
word count and information about what content we are cur-
rently looking to publish.

ADS
 
Ad space of various sizes is available in all issues of the CDSS 
News, with discounts available for CDSS members, affiliates, 
and for multi-issue reservations. Details at cdss.org/advertise.

  
The EVENTS CALENDAR is online at cdss.org/events. 
To include an event, click the green “Submit an Event” button 
in the upper left.

SUPPORT

CDSS is a 501(c)(3) organization; dues and donations are tax de-
ductible. To become a member, visit cdss.org/join. To donate, 
visit cdss.org/donate. Thank you!

LEGACY OF JOY SOCIETY

Does your will include the Country Dance & Song Society? 
Please consider ensuring that the programs, publications, and 
services that matter to you continue in the future with a be-
quest. Read more about the CDSS Legacy of Joy Society and 
sign up at cdss.org/legacy.

BE SOCIAL WITH US!*

facebook.com/cdss.org
youtube.com/c/cdssorg

Instagram: @cdssorg

CDSS OFFICE

116 Pleasant Street #334, Easthampton, MA 01027-2784

413-203-5467, office@cdss.org, cdss.org

STAFF

Executive Director, Kathryn Tarter German, katy@cdss.org

Director of Development, Charmaine Slaven, cslaven@cdss.org

Director of Programs, Whitney Rowlett, wrowlett@cdss.org

Director of Finance, Julie Brodnitzki, julie@cdss.org

Director of Technology, Sarah Pilzer, sarah@cdss.org

Accounts Payable Coordinator, Kate DiSanto, kdisanto@cdss.org

Gifts & Database Coordinator, Nicki Perez, nicki@cdss.org

Membership Coordinator, Audrey Jaber, audrey@cdss.org

Affiliate Coordinator, Matt Reyna, mreyna@cdss.org

Camp Programs Manager, Sarah Babbitt Spaeth, sbspaeth@cdss.org

Sales & Publications Manager, Ben Williams, ben@cdss.org

Marketing & Communications Manager, Kelsey Wells, kelsey@cdss.org

Webmaster, Anne Campbell, webmaster@cdss.org

CDSS GOVERNING BOARD

Officers

President: David Smukler, Syracuse, NY

Vice President: Luanne Stiles, Asheville, NC

Secretary: Michael Bean, Ann Arbor, MI

Treasurer: Michael Wood, Wilmington, DE

Vice President-elect: Meg Dedolph, Naperville, IL

Members-at-large

Jenna Barron, Easthampton, MA

Margaret Bary, Brooklyn, NY

Rhonda Cayford, Martinez, CA

Wendy Clarke, The Plains, VA

Susan English, Wooster, OH

Rich Goss, Austin, TX and Vancouver, WA

Greer Hannan, Louisville, KY

Sandy Knudson, Norman, OK

Glenn Manuel, Richardson, TX

Craig Meltzner, Santa Rosa, CA

Marni Rachmiel, Seattle, WA

Contact the board at office@cdss.org;  

board bios and photos are on our website at cdss.org/board.
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