

  

 
I was



Gravely

  
drink in' one


night

B m7

   
in a

  
pan han dle

  
bar room- - -




8


    

step pin' out


side

    
for a

   
change in the


air

E 9

- -




16

 

I

  
spied a tall

  
fi gure

B m7

  
all

  
wrapped in white

  
li nen- -




24


 

with

   
cold gray

  
eyes

E 9





and

  
ra ven black


hair

B m7

-




32





He

  
shot me a


glance

B m7

   
and a

  
shiv er run

  
through me-




40


   

with a

  
chill to the


bone

   
that

   
hangs on me


yet.

E 9




48

 

He

   
lab ored one


breath

B m7

  
and

  
then drew a

  
noth er- - -
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Panhandle Prairie

Words & Music by Joel Mabus

from the album Pepper's Ghost

scored by J MabusKey of B "mountain minor"






56


  

and the

  
words that he

  
spoke

E 9




 
I will

  
ne ver for


get

B m7

- -




64

     
He said "I

   
trad ed my


home

B m7

  
way

   
back in the-




71

  
moun tains


  

for the

  
smell of cheap


 

whis key

   
and a- -




78

  
har lot's per

  
fume

E 9




 
And I

  
gam bled my


life

B m7

   
on the- - -




86

  
pan han dle

  
prai rie


 

got

  
shot in the

  
breast

E 9





now- - -




94

  
death is my


doom

B m7





Go

  
write me a

  
let ter

B m7

   
to my-




102

  
gray head ed

  
moth er


 

and

  
she'll tell the


news

    

to my- -




110

  
sis ter so


dear

E 9

 

But

  
there is a

  
noth er

B m7

  
more- - -
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


118

  
dear than my

  
mo ther


 

Don't

   
tell her I

  
died

E 9


-




125



a

  
drunk ard out


here

B m7

   
Take a

  
pearl hand led


 

pis tol

B m7

- - - -




132

  
to

  
nail up my

  
cof fin


  

Read

   
God's ho ly


word- -




140

   
and

   
sing a sad


song

E 9

 

Then

  
bu ry me

  
deep

B m7


-




148

   
in the

  
pan han dle

  
prai rie


  

where the

  
buf fa lo- - - - -




155

  
grass

E 9





can

  
feed on my


bones."

B m7

 

I

  
asked for his




163


name

B m7

   
but he

  
gave me no

  
an swer


 

I

  
pressed him once-




171


more

   
and he

  
made this re

  
ply

E 9





"The

  
wind tells my-
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


179


name

B m7

   
when it

  
blows on the

  
prai rie


 

It

  
moans and it-




187

  
whis pers

E 9

  
it

   
screams and it


cries."

B m7

  
Just-




194

   
then a west


wind

B m7

  
blew

   
hard on the

  
prai rie


  

with a-




202

  
dev il of


dust

  
spun

  
up in the


air

E 9

 

I-




210

  
wiped out my


eyes

B m7

   
but I

  
nev er could

  
find him


 

that-




218

   
pale dead

  
man

E 9 rit.




 
with the

  
rav en black


hair

B m7


-
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I accompany this song with 5-string banjo in a mountain (clawhammer) style.  I tune the banjo in an open B minor 
chord: f#BF#BD and the song is in B Dorian – mostly.  It is a two-chord song.  I give the chords here as Bm7 and 
E9.   That is the best description I can give for people looking to vamp chords on guitar.  The banjo is not 
strumming chords -- it is playing an intricate web of single notes.   In quick waltz time.  I play banjo solos -- 8 
bars after m.96 and a full 32 bars after m.160.

The song is my own version of a very old ballad that shows up in history.  Folklorists might tag it as a variant of 
“The Unfortunate Rake” which is the name of an early broadside ballad.  Other songs in the catalog would 
include: St. James Infirmary (or Hospital), The Dying Crapshooter’s Last Request, Streets of Laredo, The Dying 
Cowboy -- or simply "Dead Cowboy."  I like to think of it as a great ghost story. 

My setting is the Great Dust Bowl of the 1930's -- though I don't say that expicitly.  Many from Appalachia 
resettled in the panhandles of Oklahoma & Texas looking for easy riches in the 1920's by busting up the thick 
prairie sod with iron plows -- only to be blown away with the wind and dust storms of the 1930's.


