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A Collection of Inspiring Print Promotional Material 
February 2019 

Compiled on behalf of CDSS by Emily Addison 

 

THANK YOU!  
 

Thank you to all *57* organizations and individuals who shared their print material. It is their generosity as well as creative expertise that 

has made this resource possible.  If you really like someone’s material, send them a message as it will likely put a smile on their face. ☺ 

 

Also - A big thank you to Avia Moore and also to Max Newman, Paddy Tutty, and Will Loving for sharing advice that we hope you will find 

useful. Check pages 2 & 3 for their tips! 

 

 

 

ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT 
 

The goal of this collection is to support the creation of highly effective print promotional material for traditional dance, music, and song 

events.  

 

The examples included in this resource vary greatly.  Each example has its own strengths so look carefully to identify what speaks to you.   

You may want to consider the following: 

 

1. Is the example useful as a poster?  Information flyer? Quarter-page postcard? Business card? Full-year reference schedule? 

Online promotion image? Other? 

REMEMBER –> In most cases, the images in this file are much smaller than how they appear in print and so the text would be 

much easier to read in its original format. 

 

2. What does the example convey about the type of experience you'd expect to have?  …..  Does the event look fun? Formal? 

Exciting? Welcoming? Hard? Consider the overall layout, the images, the type and size of font, key words and phrases, etc. 

 

3. Is the example meant to be used internally (i.e., informing current participants) or externally (i.e., attracting new participants)? 

Related, what examples within this collection would attract people who have never heard of the activity before? 

 

Most of the examples are from tradition social dance communities as those were the examples that were provided. If you are involved in 

song, music, or ritual dance and have promo material to contribute, please email emily@cdss.org.  

 

DO NOT COPY 
 

We explicitly request that you DO NOT COPY any of the material in this collection.  All of the organizers have generously given 

permission for their material to be included as inspiration. If you are interested in using a very similar style and are concerned you may 

copying too much, approach the individual organization for permission. 
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TIPS, TRICKS, AND DESIGN ADVICE:  
Here are some tips, tricks, and design advice from Avia Moore to get you started. 
 
LESS IS MORE! 
Space: Visual space on a page draws the eye to the essential information. Keep your poster/postcard simple and include further details 
on your website.  
 
Choose one strong image: One large exciting image, whether a photograph or artwork, draws the eye to it, grabbing and holdin 
attention more effectively than a flurry of images. You can put more images on your website or social media pages. 
 
Sometimes Smaller is Better: Consider using a postcard-sized flyer instead of a full sheet of paper. A postcard easily holds the same 
information AND fits into a bag without being folded or crumpled. 
 
 
CONSISTENT BRANDING 
Images, colours, and fonts relay information about your dance! They do this whether you want them to or not….so why not use them to 
your advantage? Developing a consistent style can elevate your marketing and increase the visibility of your event. 
 
Colour: Choose 2-4 colours for your event and stick to those across all publicity. You may want to carry these colours into your 
decorations or hall signage as well.  
 
Black and White: For print flyers, colour can be expensive. If you choose to go with black and white printing, consider making it a design 
choice! Black and white artwork and photography can be striking and effective when applied with intention and forethought. You might 
consider making all of your materials – whether print or online – black and white to create consistency. Or add a single colour as a 
highlight when producing digital materials. 
 
Fonts: Choose 1-2 fonts for your event and stick to those consistently across all of your publicity. Fonts can convey emphasis and style – 
look for fonts that speak to the message you want to get across.  When looking for fonts, keep in mind that most fonts, like images and 
artwork, are made by individuals. Not all fonts are expensive and many typographic artists offer free fonts. While there are resources for 
great free fonts, many “free font” sites can include hacked or incomplete versions of fonts. 
 
Photography Choices: If you are using photography in your marketing, consider: 

• Who is represented in your photographs? Does it show a diverse range of people? It is important to be inclusive in your 
marketing. 

• Are people happy in the photo? Does it make you want to go to that event? 

• Is the image visually interesting? Think about lines, movement, focus, colour, and space. 

• Do you have permission to use this image? If you aren’t sure, ALWAYS ask, and always credit the photographer. 
 
Artwork: Consider hand-drawing your marketing. Hand-drawn artwork and/or text can be eye-catching and fit nicely with the dance, 
song, and music cultures we are working so hard to promote. In a world of “perfect” lines and digital imagery, the imperfect can be a 
beautiful antidote. As shared by Max Newman:  
 

Zine/punk/indie culture offers so much inspiration. Creating your own handmade flyer does not need to be difficult or time-

consuming. It doesn't need to look perfect. Far from it. We're surrounded by the perfect; what we're in short supply of is the 

imperfect, the handmade. Aside from being eye-catching, this style imparts a homegrown feel that fits nicely with dance culture. 

David Kaynor is a huge inspiration. The comments in his book (Calling for Beginners by Beginners) regarding this topic are 

fabulous, as I recall. Go out there and draw a flyer. Cut some paper. Get dirty with markers. Your phone is a scanner, 

fergodsakes! 

 
 
MAKE USE OF YOUR COMMUNITY! 
Our communities include people of many talents. Consider asking members of your community to contribute artwork that you can use 
on your marketing materials. Original artwork will stand out! Think outside the box with your artwork - photography and illustration can 
be combined for striking effects. There may also be photographers and graphic designers who come to your event and would be happy 
to contribute. 
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SOFTWARE TIPS: 
Some organizations are lucky to have volunteers with strong graphic design expertise.  Other organizations hire graphic designers to 

make one-off pieces or a template that the volunteers can update on an ongoing basis. And even other organizations, use basic programs 

like Word to make their print material.  Consider what approach will work best for your group. 

 

Free design programs: Two free software programs that have been recommended by dance organizers are Inkscape and Canva.  These 

programs won’t have as many design options/features as professional software programs but they may be able to help you accomplish 

what you are looking to do. 

 

Using Word to create posters: 

Using word processing software like Word isn't generally used for design as they don't provide the flexibility or features that are 

sometimes needed. However, a few of our contributors have provided advice that may be helpful if you are using Word. 

 

From Will Loving: 

The main thing to understand about using Word is how to 1) create text blocks that are independent of the page margins and 

can be moved around, and 2) how to do the same thing with graphic images. (Hint: use Insert > Picture from file… then double-

click on the picture and select Layout > Set picture to “In front of text” , click “Advanced” and then “Picture Position” and uncheck 

“Move Object with text”.) You can do the same thing with Text Blocks to allow them to be moved around independently of other 

objects on the page. 

 

As far as communications, we needed two types of flyers: 1) a generic one without a schedule (think “ants…pants…contra 

dance…”) and 2) a “refrigerator flyer” that had a detailed schedule for the next few months. We did/do of course also make use 

of Facebook events and as time goes on the need for the schedule flyer will go down, but I think that there will always be a group 

that will use it and it also lets people see at a glance who is coming in the near future and build energy around those events. 

 

From Paddy Tutty: 

I have always designed the posters, first hand drawn (using calligraphy, clip art and Letraset), then using Microsoft Word, and 

more recently using Adobe Illustrator. I can (and sometimes do) design in Word - the trick is to find some great fonts and clip art, 

then when done, save the document as a PDF. There are lots of free font sites around.  

 

Identifying fonts:  If you really like a font that has been used elsewhere, you can take an image of that font and load into one of the 

following websites (https://www.fontsquirrel.com/matcherator and www.whatfontis.com).  These sites can often tell you what the font 

is as well as what fonts are similar.   

https://www.fontsquirrel.com/matcherator
http://www.whatfontis.com/
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ALGOMA TRAD – CONTRAS, SQUARES + 
www.algomatrad.ca 

Permission: Julie Schryer 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIP TO BE SQUARE 
https://www.facebook.com/AllJoinHands/ 

Permission: Leslie Gotfrit          Designer: Michael Hepher 

Adult barn/square/hoedown/community dances 

 
 

CALGARY OLD-TIME EXPERIENCE 
https://www.facebook.com/AllJoinHands/ 

Permission: Leslie Gotfrit        Designer: Heidi Gedlaman 

Adult barn/square/hoedown/community dances 
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BALL & CHAIN – CAJUN DANCE 
www.ballandchain.ca 

Permission: Michael Ball     Design: Jason Vaughn

 
 

CELTIC ARTS WINTER SCHOOL 
www.celticarts.org 

Permission: Skye K Richendrfer 

 

CORNELL CONTRA DANCE 
https://sites.google.com/a/cornell.edu/contradance/ 

Permission: Katrina Bootes 

 
 

 

LE GRAND PORTAGE – QUEBECOIS SQUARES 
Permission provided by: Daniel Gagnon & Raymond Gratton 
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BALFOLK TORONTO 
www.balfolktoronto.com 

Permission: Emilyn Stam   Graphic Designer: Kathryn Durst 
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GUIDING STAR GRANGE – DAVID KAYNOR 
www.davidkaynor.com 

Permission: David Kaynor  Design: Becky Hollingsworth & David 

By hand and computer. 

 
 

LOG DRIVE CAFÉ 
logdrivecafe.wordpress.com 

Permission: Maura Volante 

Software: Word 

 

DANSE TRAD 
www.dansetrad.com 

Permission & Graphic Design: Donald Dubuc 
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BROOKLYN CONTRA 
www.brooklyncontra.org 

Permission & Graphic Design: Avia Moore 

Software: Illustrator and/or Indesign 

FAMILY DANCE 

 
 

CONTRA DANCE 

 

 

 
 

SCISSORTAIL TRADITIONAL DANCE SOCIETY 
scissortail.org 

Permission: Louise Siddons 

Contra Dance 

 
Contra Dance Classes 
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FORM THE OCEAN 
www.formtheocean.com 

Permission: Dela Murphy 

 

Graphic Design: Avia Moore 

 
 

 

Graphic Design: Avia Moore 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic Design: Dela Murphy 

 
 

 

 

Graphic Designer: Ellen Hodgkin 
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DEFFA MAINE CONTRA DANCES 
www. deffa.org 

Permission & Graphic Design: Dela Murphy

 
 

SUMMIT SCHOOL 
www.summit-schoo.org 

Permission: Dana Robinson      Graphic Designer: Darryl Garland 

Folk music & dance lessons 
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SHEFFELD CONTRA DANCE 
sheffieldcontradance.wordpress.com  

Permission & Graphic Design: Elizabeth Orenstein 

Software: Graphic (App) 
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TEILHARD FROST – VARIOUS EVENTS 
sheeshamandlotus.com 

Permission & Graphic Design: Teilhard Frost 

 

Old time dances 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Appalachian fiddle music 
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VILLAGE GREEN ENGLISH DANCERS 
www.villagegreenenglishdancers.org 

Permission: Frances Harris 

 

 
 

 

 

CONTRA DANCE SASKATOON 
No website. 

Permission and Graphic Design: Paddy Tutty 

Software: Word & Adobe Illustrator 
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DOWNTOWN AMHERST CONTRA DANCE 
www.amherstcontra.org 

Permission & Graphic Designer: Will Loving 

Software: Word and InDesign depending on the flyer 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

TORONTO CONTRA DANCE 
www.tcdance.org 

Permission: Toronto Contra Dance 

Special note: This is a business card 
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HANDS FOUR DANCERS OF ITHACA 
www.hands4dancers.org 

Permission: Katy Heine 

 

 

 
 

NEW ROOT ONE-OFF SQUARE DANCE 
www. sassafrasstomp.com 

Permission & Graphic Design: Adam Nordell 

Note: Specifically for the organic farming community

 
 

CONTRA FUSION MONDAY NIGHT DANCES 
www.contrafusion.co.uk 

Permission: John Sweeney 
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REHOBOTH CONTRA DANCE 
www.contradancelinks.com/rehoboth.html 

Permission: Charlie Seelig 

Software: InDesign 

 

 
 

 

ANDREA BEATON – STEP DANCE LESSONS 
Permission: Andrea Beaton 

www. andreabeaton.com 

 
 

GREENFIELD 3RD SATURDAY CONTRAS 
www.ethanhw.com 

Permission (& Design): Ethan Hazzard-Watkins 

Software: Adobe InDesign 
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WHAT THE FOLK SONGWRITERS CIRCLE 
No website 

Permission: Bruce Enloe  Graphic Designer: Mark Ettinger 

 
 

PARKER PIE MUSIC NIGHT 
www.parkerpie.com 

Permission: Pete Sutherland 

Note… this was included to point out how creative we can get! 

 
 

  

CASCADE CONTRAS DANCE WEEKEND 
www.eugenefolklore.org/cascadecontras 

Permission: Elizabeth Sadhu 

 
 

CORVALLIS CONTRA DANCE 
www.corvallisfolklore.org 

Permission: Elizabeth Sadhu 
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OTTAWA CONTRA DANCE 
www.ottawacontra.ca 

Permission: Emily Addison 

Graphic Design: Ed Kingscote, Emily Addison, Esther Fraser 

 

FAMILY DANCE & COMMUNITY DANCE quarter page handout 

 

 

Afternoon double dance info flyer for posting on fridge 

 
One side of the 8X14 full-year schedule for posting on fridges 
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VARIOUS EVENTS – SAM BARTLETT 
www.sambartlett.com 

Permission & Artist: Sam Bartlett 
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MAPLE MORRIS 
www.maplemorris.com 

Permission: Adam Brown, Justin Morrison & Stefan Reed 

 
 

TRIFOLD 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAREE MUSIQUE +++ 
www.mareemusique.com 

Permission & Graphic Designer: Martin Aucoin 

Most material done by hand 
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NORTH TEXAS (DALLAS) CONTRA DANCES 
nttds.org 

Permission and Graphic Design: Linda Mrosko 

 
 

 

 

BENNINGTON VT CONTRA DANCE 
No longer running. 

Permission: Ethan Beal-Brown 

 
Editor's note: The description of contra is hard to read… here it 

is… "Join us for an evening of high spirited music and dancing to 

traditional music of New England and the British Isles. Contra 

dances are joyful events that turn a roomful of strangers into a 

roomful of smiling friends by evening's end." 

 

EXTREME STEAM CONTRADANSE 
www.tarabolker.com 

Permission: Tara Bolker 

 



CDSS: A Collection of Inspiring Print Promotional Material 2019     22 
 

YOUNG TRADITION VERMONT  
www. youngtraditionvermont.org 

Permission: Mark Sustic 

YOUTH CONCERT

 
 

FAMILY/COMMUNITY DANCE 

 
 

 

MAD ROBIN CONTRA DANCE 
www.madrobincallers.org 

Permission: Luke Donforth 

Software: Canva 
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MOUNT AIRY CONTRA DANCE 
www.thursdaycontra.dance 

Permission & Graphic Design: Sarah Gowan 

Poster 

 
Postcard front 

 
 

 

Postcard back 

 
 

Business card front and back 
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PRINCETON COUNTRY DANCERS 
www.princetoncountrydancers.org 

Permission & Graphic Design: Sarah Gowan 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

BIDA – BOSTON INTERGENERATIONAL 
DANCE ADVOCATES 
www.bidadance.org 

Permission & Graphic Design: Jeff Kaufman 

 
 

YOUTH TRADITIONAL SONG WEEKEND 
www.youthtradsong.org 

Permission: Nicole Singer 
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HOGTOWN HOEDOWN 
https://www.facebook.com/HogtownHoedown/ 

Permission and Graphic Designer: Debbie Adams 

2 Fronts of Postcards 

 
 

 

Poster Back 

 
 

Facebook promo image 
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OUTERMOST CONTRA 
www.facebook.com/outermostcontra/ 
Permission and Graphic Design: Andrea Pluhar 

 

  

 

DARE TO BE SQUARE 
No current website 
Permission: Amy Alvey 
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MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StLouisContraDancers/ 
Permission: Mac McKeever 
Bi-fold for the St. Louis Contra Dancers dance weekend 
 

 

 
 
 

RUPERT CEILIDHS 
No website 
Permission: Peter Andre       Graphic Designer: Alize Marlane 

 
 

STOUGHTON OLD TYME DANCE  
www.kenoseekitchenparty.ca 

Permission: Michele Amy 

Software: Apple PAGES (ready-made template!) 
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PORTLAND INTOWN CONTRA DANCE 
http://portlandintowncontradance.com/ 

Permission & Graphic Design: Dela Murphy 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
WORLD ON A STRING FOLK ORCHESTRA 
fiddletorontoworldonastring.com 

Permission: Lea Kirstein 
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BERKELEY OLD TIME MUSIC CONVENTION 
www.berkeleyoldtimemusic.org 

Permission: David Brown & Suzy Thompson 

Design: Hank Bradley

 

Design: Dave Murray

 

Design: Aurora Fox

 

Design: Dave Murray
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(SM)ART FAMILY FOLK DANCE PARTY 
www.upb.pitt.edu/TheArts 

Permission: Courtney Mealy  

 

 
WILD ASPARAGUS 1ST SATURDAY DANCES  
https://www.guidingstargrange.org/events 

Artist and permission: Ann Percival

 
 

MIXED TRAD SQUARE EVENTS 
All provided with permission: T-Claw 
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MIXED TRAD SQUARE EVENTS 
All provided with permission: T-Claw 
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MIXED TRAD SQUARE EVENTS 
All provided with permission: T-Claw 
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MIXED TRAD SQUARE EVENTS 
All provided with permission: T-Claw 
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BONUS! A FEW PHOTOS OF DAVID KAYNOR WITH SOME OF HIS FLYERS 
David Kaynor’s flyers are very well known within the New England dance scene.  They are distinctive, all being made by hand with a 

fantastic old time feel. Here are a few shots of David showing his work to Gianna Marzilli Ericson and Rebecca Weiss in January 2019. 

 

 


